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ABSTRACT : In India entire cotton is handpicked by human labour. It is not only a slow process but is
extremely tedious work. Manual picking of cotton is labour intensive, requiring 1565 man-hours per
hectare. The knapsack cotton picker was required to suit one-man operator. The cost economics of
knapsack cotton picker was found as per the 'RNAM test code to determine the economical viability of
the portable knapsack cotton picker machine. The cost of the machine was Rs. 8000 and the cost of
picking was Rs. 10.88 per kg of cotton. The saving in cost and time compared to manual method of cotton
picking was 12.96 and 69.85 per cent, respectively. The break-even point was 278.46 kg/annum and pay-
back period was 0.549 year.
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